WARNING - WARNING - WARNING - WARNING





NOTE   Changes to the Law    NOTE





The 1998 Legislature amended 320.0848, Florida Statutes, concerning parking permits. The changes are included in the following information:





____________________________________________________________________________________________





What will be done if someone uses a family members' permit or person uses a permit that does not belong to them? 





Anyone who obtains or uses a permit that does not belong to them can be charged with a second degree misdemeanor - $1000 fine or up to 6 months in jail. Improper use of the permit is now twice the fee of a disabled parking violation. This should deter people from loaning their permits to family members. It does not matter if you are running an errand for the person with a disability. If the person with a disability is not present -- the fine is $1000. (ed. note: i.e. If you drop off and pick up a disabled person at the door, YOU cannot use the Permitted Space!)


____________________________________________________________________________________________





What new requirements will assist with enforcement? 





Access aisles are now a no parking zone for all vehicles whether the vehicle is displaying a disabled parking permit or not. The fine for parking in an access aisle is the same for the disabled parking space, most commonly $250. (ed. note: This refers to the Striped Areas used by Wheel-chair equipped Vans and other such Vehicles.!!)





____________________________________________________________________________________________





What are the requirements for the size of the disabled parking spaces? 





All disabled parking spaces are required to be 12 feet wide with a 5-foot access aisle by October 1, 1997. A 5-foot access aisle may be shared by two accessible spaces. The law also requires the space to have the signage and painting properly maintained. (ed. Note: This refers to the above-mentioned “striped” areas.)





____________________________________________________________________________________________





Who will enforce the spaces? 





The law allows a law enforcement officer, parking enforcement specialist and the owner or lessee of the space that finds a vehicle in violation to have the vehicle towed. The officer or enforcement specialist has the option of writing a ticket for the violation. All violations will be recorded by the local clerk and submitted to the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles for input into a statewide computer. This will allow the courts to place stiffer penalties on those drivers who are repeat offenders, which can also include 40 hours of community service with a program that serves people with disabilities. 





THIS FRIENDLY INFORMATION IS SUPPLIED BY POSTPOLIO.ORG FOR YOUR FINANCIAL BENEFIT!!





